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Alexei Navalny unabated 

24.05.2022: A court rejected 2021 Sakharov Prize laureate Alexander Navalny’s appeal against his second 

sentence of 9 more years in prison, handed down in March this year. He also faces new charges and a new 

trial while still in jail: Russian authorities signal their intent to keep him locked up indefinitely. He will serve 

his new sentence under much harsher prison conditions, most likely further away from his family and 

lawyers. But nothing stops him nor his team from fighting. In his final speech at court, Navalny called on 

people to oppose the war and to protest: “I urge everyone not to be afraid. “.. your entire system is based 

on fear... To be afraid … is a crime against one’s own future, a crime against one’s children, a crime against 

one’s people.” Navalny turned 45 on 4 June... and received many greetings and support, including this 

one from Everest. On 14 June, Navalny’s team announced he was abruptly moved to an undisclosed 

location. His family and lawyers were not notified in advance.   

Oleg Orlov in front of the Court: guilty of telling the truth  

12.05.2022: When Oleg Orlov, from 2009 Sakharov Prize laureate Memorial was detained for picketing 

in Moscow’s Red Square, we had no details. A month later, we have his speech delivered in front of a 

Court, pleading not guilty to charges of discrediting the Russian armed forces and violating picketing rules. 

Facing three years in prison plus fine, Orlov stands for his beliefs. His message is stark: “in our country, 

fascism has triumphed”. 

How to silence journalists in Belarus? Accuse them of terrorism 

29.04.2022: Belarusian journalist Iryna Slaunikava, of the 2004 Sakharov Prize laureate Belarusian 

Association of Journalists is a striking example. A former Belsat reporter, she spent six months in custody 

and will soon face trial for disrupting public order... by publishing an article on Facebook. She is also 

charged with founding an extremist formation and faces years in prison. How come? Well, after her arrest, 

the Belarusian Interior Ministry designated Belsat as an extremist formation. Any means seem good for 

the Belarusian regime to silence journalists.  

Oleg Sentsov: a camera in one hand, a rifle in the other  

16.05.2022: 2018 Sakharov Prize laureate Oleg Sentsov and producer Denis Ivanov joined forces again 

after the premiere of their crime drama “Rhino” at the Venice Film Festival last year. Sentsov wrote this 

new project “Shining World” while serving a prison sentence in Russia. It blends reality with the 

imagination of a young protagonist growing up in America. But this project and others have now taken a 

backseat, as Sentsov joined the Ukrainian Army on the first day of the Russian invasion this year. “We 
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hoped to shoot this autumn, but Oleh wanted to be at the war until Ukraine wins,” said Ivanov. “I hope 

he will be safe. But I really want to help him realize his ideas”.  

When the truth comes out . . .  

09.05.2022: 2019 Sakharov Prize Laureate Ilham Tohti’s daughter, Jewher Ilham, paid Brussels a visit to 

take part in the annual meeting of the Coalition to End Forced Labour in the Uyghur Region. She also met 

EP President Roberta Metsola and Members. This visit came in the wake of the Xinjiang Police Files - a 

leak of a huge cache of internal information from Chinese police, documents, spreadsheets, details of 

shoot-to-kill policies and thousands of photos of prisoners from China’s system of mass incarceration in 

the Uyghur region. Parliament urged UN Human Rights Commissioner Michelle Bachelet to raise Tohti’s 

case with the Chinese authorities during her visit in the country.  

The Sakharov Community is growing again!  

13.06.2022: After receiving hundreds of applications for the Sakharov Fellowship 2022 we finally met in 

person our new fellows, welcoming them as part of the Sakharov Community! This year’s fellows are the 

banner of a variety of human rights causes: internally displaced persons, environment, civilian protection 

in times of war, prevention of extremism, arbitrary detention and much more. They come from all over 

the world! From Nepal to Kenya, from Iraq to Peru, from Georgia to Myanmar. Starting their journey in 

Brussels, they will move to the Global Campus of Human Rights in Venice next week.  

Fly me to Canada by Raif Badawi  

09.05.2022: As part of their new campaign “#LetThemFly” launched this month, Amnesty International 

are joining the fight to lift the travel bans targeting many activists and their families in Saudi Arabia. Citing 

the cases of 30 human rights defenders, the case of 2015 Sakharov Prize laureate Raif Badawi was 

inevitable. Two months after his release, his persistent travel ban reminds us that the fight for his freedom 

is not over. Let’s stay mobilised!  

Birthdays are for activism 

28.05.2022: On 21 May, Andrei Sakharov would have turned 101 years old. A nuclear physicist, he became 

a dissident and an advocate for disarmament and human rights. With the current war on European soil, 

let us recall his warning from 1968: “A thermonuclear war cannot be considered a continuation of politics 

by other means (according to the formula of Clausewitz). It would be a means of universal suicide”. When 

Sakharov told this to Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, he was ignored and mistreated. Khrushchev later 

came to regret this in his memoirs. This spring for the first time in years, lectures recalling Sakharov were 

cancelled at Moscow University. Incidentally, it is Khrushchev’s grand-daughter Nina who offers us these 

insights in an article saying that “Forgetting Sakharov’s legacy represents yet another step backwards. 

One hopes that it will not be a step toward universal suicide”.  

EP urgency resolutions: The human rights situation in Xinjiang, the instrumentalisation of justice as a 

repressive tool in Nicaragua, and the violation of media freedom and safety of journalists in Georgia  

09.06.2022: As repeated violations illustrate that Chinese authorities have no regard for human rights, 

the EP strongly condemns the Chinese authorities for the systemic discrimination against the Uyghurs and 

other Turkic groups. They also urge the Chinese government to take action to end these practices. Also, 

as Ortega’s regime continues to hand down guilty verdicts and harsh sentences to political prisoners, the 
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EP calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners who were arbitrarily 

detained. The EP further calls for the re-establishment of rule of law. Finally, since journalists in Georgia 

face increasing interference by the government and have even become the victims of physical assaults, 

the EP condemns the attacks on freedom and demands that Georgian authorities stop using aggressive or 

threatening rhetoric against members of the press. EP resolutions on Xinjiang, Nicaragua and Georgia. 
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